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and the Rakshasas. Thus the relationship of these various
demons is understood.

Both Buddhist and non-Buddhist literature continually
refers to them synonymously, and in modern Kashmiri the
word yackh, for" yaksha, has taken the place of the old
pisdcha.

There is also a rather similar legend in the Nilamata, a
legendary account of Kashmir dating (so Grierson says) from
perhaps the sixth or seventh century. According to it
Kai^yapa first peopled the dried valley of Kashmir only with
the Nagas. He then wished to introduce men, but the Nagas
objected, Ka^yapa cursed them, and for every six months
of the year his other sons, the Pisachas, who came from an
island in the sand ocean (an oasis in Central Asia, probably
Khotan), dwelt there.

Many similar stories are found in the Dard country,
north and west of Kashmir,

Vetalas are also closely related to the above demons.
They are almost entirely confined to cemeteries and burning-
grounds, where they specialise in animating dead bodies.

The twenty-five tales of a Vetala are included in the
Ocean of Story, where their nature is fully described.

Bhuta is really a generic name given to ghosts of many
kinds. They are often synonymous with both Rakshasas and
PiSachas. (See E, Arbman, Rudra, p. 165 et seq.)

The Bhuta proper is the spirit of a man who has met
a violent death, in consequence of which it assumes great
malignity against the living.

'file three tests of recognising a Bhuta are : (1) it has no
shadow; (2) it cannot stand burning turmeric; (3) it always
speaks with a nasal twang. It plays a very minor part in the
Ocean of Story, being mentioned only once.

Crooke (op. cit., vol. i, p. 234 et seq.) has given very full
details of the modern Bhuta, its veneration and the numerous
superstitious rites connected with it.

Dasyus (or Dasas) was originally the name given to the
aboriginal tribes of India who resisted the gradual advance
of the Aryans from the west. Owing to the legends which
naturally sprang up about the bloody battles with these
early foes, they have been introduced into fiction as demons